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Interesting idea from Antigone Rising by Helen Morale
The story Antigone Rising is a book everyone can't shy away from reading. Most importantly, the diction used by Helen reflects the actual moulding of literature to fit the modern contexts. I liked the way Helen introduced a sensitive topic in the modern world in a well-crafted manner. Helen drives the idea of myths being resonant in modern society and captures the reader's mind, creating an impression to want to know more of what happened in the book. Helen gives the anecdotes of her thematic approach to topics relating to body shaming, power politics, gender fluidity and racism (Morales, 2020). . The first theme surfaces at the beginning of the book, where Antigone, the main character in the play, defies her uncle, who was very powerful in burring her brother.
Interestingly, the uncle was very powerful in the first place, and during those times in Greek, women had no say in society. Still, Antigone was willing to courageously stand against the tyrannical society of mighty men who commanded women. Helen artfully uses literature to uncover the hidden truths superbly surrounding women empowerment and solidarity. To me, Antigone is a replica of a mighty lion in the jungle, and Helen uses her to make us understand that literature is indeed the mirror of society. The book's synopsis speaks it all because even in the modern world, many countries are slowly struggling to shape society using this literature. The literature has been used to fuel women awakening and standing for themselves and redeeming their dignity. This is encouraging and interesting in the sense that literature is making an impact on people's lives.
Why updating and adapting earlier texts is crucial in literal works
First, I concur with Helen that updating an earlier text is an excellent thing to do because literature is like a mathematical exponential function to mean it grows daily and at a faster rate. Alluding to Antigone Rising, the book reflects on the ancient Greek and the position of women during that time. Since literature grows, people's behaviours are also prone to change. Researchers use literature to show how these canonical narratives that seemed to praise patriarchy can be shaped to become beneficial to people who were suppressed by patriarchy. My point here is people always learn from literature and try to make changes. This insinuates that authors must shift the older versions of ancient times to fit them in the contemporary environment. For instance, Antigone Rising might have triggered many women and non-governmental organisations to launch advocation of women rights, fighting against women rape and other vices surrounding the ancient woman (Baskar). Indeed, many societies changed, and women positions were reclaimed. To avoid society or to have another breed of men who might think to go back to the olden day's authors must structure ways of tailoring the olden text to the modern version to protect and ensure discrimination or unhealthy behaviours that existed in the society are forgotten. A gone example is traced back to African literature, where the olden literature spoke so much of female genital mutilation, referred to as female circumcision. Although it was African culture, authors are revising such literature to divert the modern generations from going back to such practices. But this work is challenging because most of these tales and myths are already being passed through oral traditions.
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